SAZONOV S  ANTE-CHAMBER
all the clamour round him, would be as glad as the Kaiser to retreat; past midnight on the igth he telegraphs to his cousin uneasily: "I foresee that very soon I shall be overwhelmed by the pressure brought upon me"
Are these words touching or ridiculous? The most powerful monarch in the world, the last despot, of history, makes confession of his impotence; and its recipient, when he laughs over this weakness, does he see how akin his own situation is to that of his cousin ? On the evening of the same day the Tsar points out the most sensible course: "// would be right to give the Austro-Serbian -problem to The Hague Conference. . . . Tour loving Nicky"
Soon the King of England, in his turn, will enter the electric circuit of the telegrams, and we shall see the three crowned cousins, who call each other Georgie, Willy, and Nicky, on the threshold of the world catastrophe-, heirs of families once mighty, one of whom ran away at the end, while a second was shot in a cellar.
As die Hungarian is leaving Sazonov's room on the 28th, he meets the Frenchman in the ante-chamber. The latter asks: "Have you any better news from Vienna?"
"No, / know nothing more. . . . The machine is in motion"
Another unwitting accuser of Europe,
The Hungarian departs. The German arrives. The Frenchman makes him a bombastic speech in the antechamber; the German answers:
"/ call God to witness! Germany is peace-loving! History will prove that right is on our side^ and our conscience has nothing to reproach us with"
"Have we already got so far as to have to invoke the Judgment of history?"
"We cannot and will not leave our allies in the lurch!"
The Frenchman lets the German precede him to the Minister. Outside, the Englishman says to the Frenchman:
"The situation is worse. I don't doubt that Russia will gois possible"
